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101 years ago, the first flight of a Zeppelin took place. At that time the airship 
was built based on plans of Ferdinand Graf von Zeppelin. He began the 
development of rigid airships in 1890. Between 1900 and 1938 total production 
reached119 Zeppelins. 
 
After the big disaster of 1937, in which the airship "Hindenburg" exploded while 
landing at the U.S. city of Lakehurst in New Jersey, the Zeppelin construction 
seized. The Zeppelin Luftschifftechnik GmbH located in Friedrichshafen at Lake 
Constance has undertaken the first effort to reinvent the airship. The company 
was founded in 1993 with the aim of developing, building and operating new 
technology Zeppelin airships. The operator for the airships is the Deutsche 
Zeppelin Reederei, a daughter of the Luftschifftechnik GmbH. The maiden-flight 
of the Zeppelin NT took place on September 18, 1997 in Friedrichshafen. 
Destinations are Konstanz, the Isle of Mainau or Lindau, Bregenz return.  
 
On August 15, 2001, 64 years after Lakehurst, the first passenger was able to 
get onto a Zeppelin in Friedrichshafen and fly over Lake Constance. 
 
The Zeppelin New Technology has a length of 75 m, a width of 19.5 m, a height 
of 17.4 m as well as 2+12 seats and is with these measures not as large as the 
historical airship. The cabin volume amounts to 26 m3, the length of the cabin is 
10.7 m.  
 
Three propellers and a lateral fan driven by the aft engine allow extensive 
maneuverability and ensure smooth and efficient flying. The airship can take off 
and land vertically just like a helicopter. 
 
Under normal weather conditions, a ground crew of only three man is needed 
due to the swivelling propellers. This leads to low labor costs and dramatically 
reduced turn-around times. 
 



The cockpit is a comprehensive high-tech workplace equipped with modern 
avionics. Fly-by-wire controls operated by a sidestick permit precise maneuvering 
thus reducing pilot workload. Weather radar and a mission monitor are optional. 
The cabin can comfortably carry the two pilots and twelve passengers and a 
variable cabin lay-out ensures fast and easy conversion for differing missions. 
 
Dr. Bernd Straeter, CEO of the Zeppelin Luftschifftechnik GmbH explained to 
FCS Berlin that a high percentage of the Zeppelin's equipment is of U.S. origin: 
Lycoming provides the engines, ILC the wrapping, the avionics are made by 
Rogersen Krators. The CEO pointed out that the operating company, Deutsche 
Zeppelin Reederei, is open for investors and would appreciate very much a U.S. 
participation. 
 
The company is - according to Straeter - striving for FAA approval by the end of 
August 2001 and following looking for operating companies within the United 
States, most likely the year after next. 
 
For further information please contact: 
 
Zeppelin Luftschifftechnik GmbH 
Oliver Schuetz 
Sales & Sales Promotion 
Allmannsweilerstrasse 132 
88046 Friedrichshafen 
tel: +49-7541-202-667 
fax: +49-7541-202-499 
e-mail: oschuetz@zeppelin-nt.de 
 
or 
 
US Embassy 
Foreign Commercial Service 
Annette Birke 
Commercial Specialist Aerospace & Defense 
Neustaedtische Kirchstrasse 4-5 
10117 Berlin 
tel: +49-30-83 05 27 39 
fax: +49-20 45 44 66 
e-mail: annette.birke@mail.doc.gov 



 
To the best of our knowledge, the information contained in this report is accurate 
as of the date published. However, the Department of Commerce does not take 
responsibility for actions readers may take based on the information contained 
herein. Readers should always conduct their own due diligence before entering 
into business ventures or other commercial arrangements. The Department of 
Commerce can assist companies in these endeavors. 
 
IMI Customer Satisfaction Survey 
 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
International Trade Administration 
The Commercial Service 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 
The U.S. Department of Commerce would appreciate input from U.S. businesses 
that have used this IMI report in conducting export market research. Please 
review the privacy statement / disclaimers at the bottom of this Web site. Please 
take a few moments to complete the attached survey and fax it to 202/482-0973, 
mail it to QAS, Rm. 2002, U.S. Department of Commerce, Washington, D.C. 
20230, or Email: Internet[Robert.Opfer@mail.doc.gov]. 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
* * * About Our Service * * * 
 
1. Country covered by report: ___________ 
 
Industry/title: ____________ 
 
Commerce domestic office that assisted you (if applicable): 
 
2. How did you find out about the IMI service? 
__Direct mail 
__Recommended by another firm 
__Recommended by Commerce staff 
__Trade/state/private newsletter 
__Department of Commerce newsletter 
__Other (specify): _______________________________ 
 
3. Please indicate the extent to which your objectives were 



satisfied: 
1-Very satisfied 
2-Satisfied 
3-Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 
4-Dissatisfied 
5-Very dissatisfied 
6-Not applicable 
 
__Overall objectives 
__Accuracy of information 
__Completeness of information 
__Clarity of information 
__Relevance of information 
__Follow-up by Commerce representative 
 
4. In your opinion, did using the IMI service facilitate any of 
the following? 
__Decided to enter or increase presence in market 
__Developed an export marketing plan 
__Added to knowledge of country/industry 
__Corroborated market data from other sources 
__Decided to bypass or reduce presence in market 
__Other (specify): _______________________________ 
 
5. How likely would you be to use the IMI service again? 
__Definitely would 
__Probably would 
__Unsure 
__Probably would not 
__Definitely would not 
 
6. Comments: 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
* * * About Your Firm * * * 
 
1. Number of employees: __1-99 __100-249 __250-499 



__500-999 __1,000+ 
 
2. Location (abbreviation of your state only):______ 
 
3. Business activity (check one): 
__Manufacturing 
__Service 
__Agent, broker, manufacturer's representative 
__Export management or trading company 
__Other (specify):_______________________________ 
 
4. Value of export shipments over the past 12 months: 
 
__Less than $10K 
__$11K-$100K 
__$101K-$500K 
__$501K-$999K 
__$$1M-$5M 
__More than $5M 
 
May we call you about your experience with the IMI service? 
Contact name: _______________________________________________ 
Phone: ______________________________________________________ 
Fax number: _________________________________________________ 
Email: ______________________________________________________ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 
Thank you--we value your input! 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 
This report is authorized by law (15 U.S.C. 1512 et seq., 15 
U.S.C. 171 et seq.). While you are not required to respond, your 
cooperation is needed to make the results of this evaluation 
comprehensive, accurate, and timely. Public reporting burden for 
this collection of information is estimated to average ten 
minutes per response, including the time for reviewing 
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and 
maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the 
collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden 



estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, 
including suggestions for reducing the burden, to Reports 
Clearance Officer, International Trade Administration, Rm. 4001, 
U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Washington, D.C. 20230, and to the Office 
of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and 
Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (0625-0217), Washington, D.C. 
20503. 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 
FORM ITA 4130P-I (rev. 5/95) 
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